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-
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4-06

Activity Title 


 European Collection Information System (4-06)
Activity Leader 


Jan Engels, Bioversity International, Rome
Collaborators


Collaborators are kindly invited to identify themselves and to come forward!
Summary of Activity Objectives


Within the ECPGR regular programme efforts are being undertaken to establish a rational and effective European genebank system (i.e. AEGIS). The work of AEGIS is being coordinated by the ECPGR Secretariat with the Activity Leader as the Coordinator. At present, ECPGR is in the final stages of agreeing on a strategic framework for AEGIS and implementation efforts are ongoing for four model crops, i.e. Avena, Brassica, Allium and Prunus species. It is planned that each genebank that holds germplasm material of a given species will identify genetically unique and economically/ culturally/historically important accessions on the basis of agreed selection criteria (i.e. the so-called Most Appropriate Accessions –MAA-’ criteria). These accessions are suggested to the responsible ECPGR Working Group who coordinates the establishment of a European list of accessions for that crop species. When accepted and agreed the country will be formally asked (through the signature of the so-called Collective Memorandum of Understanding) to assume long-term responsibilities for the conservation of those accessions and to keep them readily available to bona fide users.

The European Accessions will have to be identified in an easily accessible database (i.e. EURISCO) where they can be ordered on-line and where links to more detailed information on these accessions can be obtained. Furthermore, a European information management system will have to be developed that facilitates the efficient management of the dispersed accessions for each of the European crop collections.  
Activity description


In view of the fact that AEGIS is only in the process of being established, that the aforementioned crops are in the process of agreeing on the MAA criteria, on technical standards for the routine operations, etc. it is proposed to initiate this Activity only in 2008. However, to use the time it is proposed to initiate a brainstorming on the details of the virtual collection management software, on the details of the expectations that curators and users have regarding EURISCO’s role in providing access to the information needed to easily find and order individual accessions, etc.
Roles of partners


The activity leader is prepared to coordinate the aforementioned brainstorming, to summarize the results and to “translate” these into a workplan for 2008/2009.
Timeline and outputs


From September 2007 until March 2008 a brainstorming on the Information System will be conducted. 

April and May 2008: a draft workplan will be developed and proposed.


June 2008: start with implementation

Other relevant information

This space can be used for any comments or suggestions that readers might have on the above described Activity.
